MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST
21 STATE CIRCLE
SHAW HOUSE

ANNAPOLIS, 21401

MARYLAND

HISTORIC SITES SURVEY FIELD SHEET
Individual Structure Survey Form

SURVEY NUMBER:

A4 340 |

NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER: i

UTM REFERENCES:
Zone/Easting/Northing

U.S.G.S. QUAD. MAP: ;
PRESENT FORMAL NAME: i
Acton
COUNTY: Anne Arundel ORIGINAL FORMAL NAME: !
TOWN: Annapolis Acton )
LOCATION: PRESENT USE:single Family Res. Apt. ;
Acton Pl J
cton Blace ORIGINAL USE: Single Family Residence ,
ARCHITECT/ENGINEER: R
COMMON NAME: Acton
BUILDER/CONTRACTOR:
FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Res Map 32Par 579 Col Philip Hammond !
2;%5;;5. Bridges, Jack H & Joan S gﬂyziithigganION OF STRUiTgRE: ?
1101 S. Arlinguon Rdge Rd xc n Good |
linaban VA 222092 Fair ( ) Poor: ( ) {
ACCESSIBILI%§ TO PUBLIC: THEME : '
Yes (X) No () Restricted ( ) STYLE: Georgian
LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: NR,HABS DATE BUILT:
Local ( ) State () National ) 1745,1760, 1762

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
Structural System
1. Foundation:
2. Wall Structure
A. Wood Frame:
B. Wood Bearing Masonry:
C. Iron( ) D. steel( ) E.
3. Wall Covering:

Bonding Pattern: Flemish

4, Roof Structure
A. Truss:
B. Other:
5. Roof Covering:

6. Engineering Structure:
7. Other:
Appendages:
Wings ( YOther:
Roof Style:

Other:
Number of Stories: 2
Number of Bays:
Approximate Dimensions:

5x2

80x50

Stone( )Brick(X)Concrete( )Concrete Block( )

Post and Beam( )Balloon( )

Brick(X)Stone( )Concrete( )Concrete Block( )
Other:

Clapboard( )Board and Batten( )Wood Shingle( )Shiplap( )

Novelty( )Stucco( )Sheet Metal( )Aluminum( )Asphalt Shingle( )

Brick Veneer(X)Stone Veneer( ) Asbestos Shingle( )

Wood(X)Iron( )Steel( )Concrete( )
Slate( )Wood Shingle(X)Asphalt Shingle( )Sheet Metal( )
Built Up( )Rolled( )Tile( )Other:

Porches(x) Towers( )Cupolas( )Dormers( )Chimneys ( X)Sheds ( YElls( )

Gable( X Hip( )Shed( )Flat( )Mansard( )Gambrel( )Jerkinhead( )
Saw Tooth( )With Monitor( WithBellcast( JWith Parapet( )With False Front( )

Other:

Entrance Location: Centered in Portig¢

| THREAT TO STRUCTURE:

No Threat(x)Zoning( )Roads( )
Development( )Deterioration( )
Alteration ( )Other:

LOCAL ATTITUDES:
Positive( )Negative( )
Mixed( ) Other:




. ﬁ ‘/‘1 VA ‘_-1
ADDITIONAL ARCHITECTURAL OR STRUCTURAL DESCRIPTION: _\F\ LoD

Three part main tlock with pedimented end pavilions, hipped roof with
massive brick chimneys set pcyallel to front facade oval windows in pedi-
ments; entire structure surrounded with molded wood cornice, brick bel”
course and brick watertable with molded weathering; entrance set 1in ped
mented pnorch, with dentiled cornice and rakes and paired Tuscan columns;
stairs and seats are later; paired double doors with round headed fan
light, enclosed by paneled pilaster strips; all windows in front facade
have splayed brick arches, those at sides and rear elliptical openings,
with wood sills and <casings; rear elevation highlighted by one story
porch that surrcunds twe-story octagonal full width bay, porch with
square posts; hipped dormer at rear roof plane; exceptional interior
includes three jib doors opening to the porch and double leaf folding
pocket shutter at all windows; wing at right is twe stories with hipped
roof, connecting to Acton with one story hyphen, both 20thC, replacing
an earlier and larocer conastrypction

RELATED STRUCTURES: (Describe)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:

Exceptional Georgian residence with superb massing and form, careful
attention to design of later wing, exceptional interiors, Fi2zmish bond
brickwork; Built on Spa Creek on land deeded to Philip Hammond in 1730
(name derives from criginal land grant in 1651 to Richard Acton.) Hamr
was father of Mathias Hammond, builder of the Hammond-Harwood house.

REF

ERENCES:

MAP:

(Indicate North In Circle) SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT:

Open Lane( )Woodland( )Scattered Buildings( )
Moderately Built Up(X)Densely-Built Up( )
Residential ( )Commercial( )

Agricultural( )Industrial( )

Roadside Strip Development({ )

Other:

RECORDED BY:
Russell Wright

ORGANIZATION:
Historic Annavolis, Inc
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SURVEY NUMBER:
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST AA-3¢o

21 STATE CIRCLE NEGATIVE FILE NUMBER:
SHAW HOUSE
ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401 UTM REFERENCES:

Zone/Easting /Northi
HISTORIC SITES SURVEY FIELD SHEET g ing

Individual Structure Survey Form

U.S.G.S. QUAD. MAP:

PRESENT FORMAL NAME:

COUNTY: Anne Arundel ORIGINAL FORMAL NAME: !
TOWN: Annapolis .
LOCATION: PRESENT USE: Single Family Residence ;
1 Acton Place ORIGINAL USE: " " i .
ARCHITECT/ENGINEER: o
COMMON NAME:

BUILDER/CONTRACTOR : .
FUNCTIONAL TYPE: Res Map 32Par 43579 !
OWNER: Bridges Jack H & Joan S PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE: :
ADDRESS: 1101 S. Arlington Rdge Rd. Excellent (X) Good ( ) i
Arlington, VA 22202 Fair ( ) Poor: ( ) {
ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC: THEME: S

Yes (%) No () Restricted ( ) STYLE:

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: DATE BUILT:
National ( )

Local ( ) State () c.1950

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
Structural System
l. Foundation: Stone( )Brick(X)Concrete( )Concrete Block( )
2. Wall Structure
A. Vood Frame: Post and Beam( )Balloon(X)
B. Wood Bearing Masonry: Brick( )Stone( )Concrete( )Concrete Block( )
C. 1Iron( ) D. Steel( ) E. Other:
3. Wall Covering: Clapboard(x)Board and Batten( )Wood Shingle( )Shiplap( )
Novelty( )Stucco( )Sheet Metal( )Aluminum( YAsphalt Shingle( )
Brick Veneer(x)Stone Veneer( ) Asbestos Shingle( )
Bonding Pattern: Other:
4. Roof Structure
A. Truss: Wood(x) Iron( )Steel( )Concrete( )
B. Other:
5. Roof Covering: Slate( )Wood Shingle( )Asphalt Shingle(X)Sheet Metal( )
Built Up( )Rolled( )Tile( )Other:
6. Engineering Structure:
7. Other:
Appendages: Porches( yTowers( )Cupolas( )Dormers( Y Chimneys (X ) Sheds ( JElls &)
Wings ( )Other:
Roof Style: Gable( )Hip( )Shed( )Flat( )Mansard( )Gambrel()QJerkinhead( )
Saw Tooth( )With Monitor( WithBellcast( )With Parapet( )With False Front( )

Other:
Number of Stories: )
Number of Bays: 2x4 Entrance Location: Left

Approximate Dimensions: 30x75

THREAT TO STRUCTURE: LOCAL ATTITUDES:
No Threat(X)Zoning( YRoads( ) Positive( )Negative( )
Development( )Deterioration( ) Mixed( ) Other:

Alteration ( )Other:




ADDITIONAL ARCHITECTURAL OR STRUCTURAL DESCRIPTION: ;\A_/‘: (0

RELATED STRUCTURES: (Describe)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:

No architectural significance.

REFERENCES:

MAP: (Indicate North In Circle)

SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT:

Open Lane( )Woodland(/)Scattered Buildings( )
Moderately Built Up(V¥)Densely-Built Up( )
Residential( )Commercial( )

Agricultural( )Industrial( )

Roadside Strip Development( )

Other:

RECORDED BY:
Russell Wright

ORGANIZATION:
Historic Annapolis, Inc

DATE RECORDED: 9 ) /w




The Armapolis Architectural Resources Survey is the result
of one: summer's study in Annepolis. Annapolis is an incredibly rich
city architecturally, so much so that it was impossible to include
absolutely every structure in the old city that is worthy of preser—
vation. There are also many structures outside of the historic dis-
frict:that should be included in future surveys. The following list,
.ftherefqrg,'should not be regarded as the definite list of buildings
to be saved{ someone else might have omitited some of the buildings
I have included and included some of the buildings I have omitited.
It is hoped that the surveyed structures and the architectural
evaluations will lead to a greater appreciation of Annapolis unique
architectural heritage. This heritage is not, as many suppose, soley
18th century; Annapolis has some gxtremely important lQ@h century
structures. Architecturally and hiskgrically Annapolis is one of
the wealthiest cities in America., Her history and architecture are

‘her greates assets and should be jealously guarded.

William D. Morgan
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Ls1ate Annapolis, Marviand HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY
i)

COUNTY INVENTORY
TOHN VICINITY ’ i

; : . MAME
stregtno. | Acton Place ME Acton

oricinaL ownER thilip Hammond

DATE OR PERIOD {745,

addition {7o0+00

No, oF sTORIES 2 plus very low attic

i STYLE (3 : )

CRIGINAL USE residence i Leorgian i
PRESENT OWNER Mrs. W. Tayvior Smith ARCRITECT unknown 3
i ' U ‘ K & puitoer  Col. Philip Hammond
PRESENT USE resjuence g
WALL CONSTRUCTION brick . FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE i
;

H

§

T4 NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIP TION
fand to Richard Acton

Lecii Calvert granted this
Hammond, an early military figure,
The house is a refined, superb picce
is divided into three parts
tour colfumns and a triangular pediment.
windows 0/0 on the Ist and Znd stories,
and are topped by triangular pediments

of

fine Flemish bLrickwork.

4 spring house {(now on Johnsen
property) toward Spa Creek in the
rear was recently destroyed, how-

ever, the Toundations remain,

bays on

wmarried daughter of John Brice b
architecture.
both sides of a porch

divided by a belt course,

i

CPEN TO PUBLIC 11D
in 1651,

The Front
with
The side parts have two
Window.

wset with an oval

The low hipped roof has two massive chimneys with their breadth
facing the street. There is one window above the porch. Tie
symmetry is broken by a leter wing to the south., A maguilicent
tree stands in tront of the house.

The rear of Acton has (3 sides of) an octagonal block projecting
from the wmiddie. A porch thae width of the house sits benaarh it. |
There are 3 windows in the block B, :
and one on either side of it, all e

9/0. The house is lived in ‘nd

in good shape - a real! gew ~ with

Fr

£
uﬂ{ld") ) on )‘k": Q‘} é ]
5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE fommensd b7y 8008 Yk
5
! i Fas 0
! - ;\" - \(‘\“\. & \\\“ b
~'..'.m\\‘e¥\i. Y mm\\
WY i
6“ b, LOCATION MAP (Plaa Optiona!) 7. PHOTOGRAPH
5. BUBLISHED SOURGES (Awthes, Titls, Payss) 9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE GF RECGRDER
INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PROTOS, €TC, .
William D. Morgan
> o i~ ; m . . o
HABS, Court House, Columbia University
g £ Hoes L .
Hall of Recerds, etc. New York City
& . Yy
Abundant Records o :
' 0ATE OF pEcore  June 20, 1907
THS

i" >



o ey —ee AA-360
~ar 78, UNE STAT" T ARTMENT ¢ = TRE 'A7Z% 1R f

il ot Arche © gy and Historil reservation
We wrgton, D C. 202-

HIS DR!C PRES :RVATION C ZRTIFICATI &
APTLIC ATILN — P 3T 1

(Pursuant tc "he Tax Reform A- 0f 1976)

Instructions: Applicani should read the insi'.  ors carefully before cc npieting apphcation e eadicalion mey be m: 2 u~1ess & c. . :@ted a.p« _anon form nas
Deen received (P.L 94-455) Use typewrier or ‘Clearly ingark ink 10 . cmptete the apphication  m If additiorc: space neededtocs™. -etePa Juselnereverse
side or 8 separate plain sheet of paper Cleariy " >.cating the owners n: e and mailing address “an 1 of (s aupliCalion ~cy D@ COMS.w:: 3 and 56 ' ine asaropli-
ate Stare Histonc Preservetion Officer at any  me during lhe year, ant may be sent separetely - with Pert 2.

PART 1 EVALUATION OF & aksFICANCE

-

L

v
1. NAME OF PROPERTY: ___Acton f
One Actcn Place

Address of propeny. Street

city_ Annapolis s.ny_Anne Arundel s . Md. 216 Cooe 21491

Annapolis Historic District

Name ot h.s'oric aistrict in which proper:. :s located

2. DESCRIPTION JF PHYSICAL APPEAKR+* ~7. See attached site plan, location plan :nd photographs
{see instruchivirs for map and pholograp: “~suirements—use revese side if necessary)
House Condition: Needs -omplete rcconditioning and redecorating of all surfaces, primarily

inside, w.th less major -ork on exteyior. Appears to be strucu:trally sound, with some
deflection in floors. ~ontinued re erse side)
3. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE:

(use reverse size if necessary) Acti Hall is one of Annapolis' finest Mid-E.ghteenth Century manor
houses. Built circa 740 on water ront land. deeded in 1730 - - Phillip Hammond, a
member of the 11lust ious Harmond family of Maryland and fat..er of Mathias Hammond
who b.1ilt the Hammo>~ -Harwood Hou:e in 1775. Acton Hall occuvies just unde:r an acre
of lard running from Franklin St. to Spa Creek at Acton Pla 2, The name (cont reyerse
of construc: 00 (f known! 75" - 7 Onginat site O Moved Cate of aiteratiz (it KnOwﬁ\me_s_Liglo

4. NAME AND MA!LING ADDRESS OF OW -

Name __Jack H., Bridges. - - -
Sweet 19 Fatuon Place . -

cwy ___lodon S.W. 1 ___ Country xx England 7,7 e
Telephone Nu: ber (during day: Are _contacr loiis B. Anthony-Meredith Co. (301) 263-2651

aton i t 4.~ :d 15,10 e best ¢t my knowledge, correc.. and thai | am owne ne property gescnped a2° - 2
V,{J‘ —_ Date

The structure desT 1bed above s Included «. wn the boundartes of th~ National Register historic district ana O contribuies J does rot contribute  the character of
the district

| hereby attes: -

Signature __ 4

ad

For oftice uss onh

Tne structure O apoears O does not appe 3 meet Natonal Registe' Triteria for Evaluation (36 CFR 60.6) and O will ii<eiy O wil! not be nomina: = to the Nationa!
Register 1n accera with the Depantmént ot & whior procedures (3uv CFR 60).

The structure 1s localed 1n a district which 7 zopears O does not appear to meet National Register Critena for Evaluation {36 CFR 60.6). 2 will ikely ~ w:li not be normu-

nated to the Natiorat Register in accord wtti -artment of the Interior drocedures (36 CFR60). and O appears 0 does no' appear to contribute to th. zharacter of'said
aistrict
S:ignature Date.

State Historic Preservation Ot

This property ha. Seen evaluated according " t"e cntena and p:ocedures set forth by the Department of the interior {36 CFR 67) and. if subject 1o depreciation under
section 167 of th. 'nternal Revenue Cod=z »* 954,
T~ herepy cer. «d a histonc structure

s not cont’ * ste to the character o' ioric district and does not mer:t certihication as a historic structure £ asons given on the attached sheet

Signature — Dare
reep< -t the Nationa' Re.,




IF NEE" D USE Ti S SID TO COMPLETE / NSWERS TO PAR™ 1 Pl s

5

2. Description of Physic-i appearence

Outdated plumbing, wiring and heati:g not in goc. working order.

Compared to most old houses, Brice and Paca for cxample, Acton is very clos:- to
original condition, trere having becn very few modifications inside or out _xcept for

the wing.
Known modifications:

a.

b.
c.
d.
e.

One second floor bedroom converted to three bathrooms (There is believed to be
one original fireplace closed uvp in the hall bath.)

Several fireplaces have been rebuilt with modern brick (trim appears to be original)

Flooring is original.
Porches are probably not original
One or two extra chimney flues probably were converted feor furnances.

The main house, less hyphen and wing, contains 1782 gross sq. feet per floor, or a
total of 3564 gross sq. feet.

The hyphen and 2 story wing contain 2228 gross sq. feet; including gérage. (less
garage = 1905 sq. ft. gross.)

Total gross sq. footage is 5792 square feet.

Land Area: See attached plan. Approximately 80 foot frontage on Spa Creek (previously
known as Acton Cove)' approximatel- 120 ft. wide at widest poirnt; and approximately
500 ft. deep, measured from Franklin St. to water's edge. Totel sq. footage approxi-
mately 42,000 ft. (4.,290.45 ft. &> computed from 0ld description) which includes the
short driveway in frcitof house.

Statement of Significance:

derives from the original grant tc Richard Acion in 1651.

Acton is two stories in height, built of local brick laid in Fiemish Bond, with
stuccoed watertables. brick flat key arches on the three-part front facade and sez-
mental row lock arches in the end and rear walls. The Spa Creck facade is nighlighted -
by an extremely well detailed semi-octagonal projecting bay with an octagonal porch.
A one story hyphen a~d two story wing have been built on the south end during the
Twentieth Century re~lacing a much earlier similar structure which was removed. The
spacious grounds con®ain numerous large trees and specimen boxwocd.

Acton has been placed in the highest architectural category in a survey conducted for
Historic Annapolis, inc., based on the architectural detailing and composition of the
main house. Exterior details of significance include a four brick deep b=it course

surrounding the entive compositior, a molded wood cornice, pedimented entrance porch

with dentilled cornice, fan lite couble entrance doors which ratain most of the

original hardware, elliptical windows in the pedimented gable end sections of the front

facade, 12 over 12 sash, and a pair of massive brick chimneys of six flues each in the
center wall. . The interior of Acton Hall retains much of the original detailing, in-
cluding raised panel doors with some HL hinges and box locks, heavy molded window
frames, three working jib doors (one jib door is generally considered a rarity)
opening to the rear porch, double leaf folding interior pocket blinds for each window,
and the early stairway with turned newels, molded hand rail and square balusters. Many
of the interior ceiling cornices including an elaborate cast plaster one in the semi-
octagonal bay, and base molds appear to be original, as are a number of the 9 mantals

The architect of Acton Hall is unknown, but the obvious care taken in construction
detailing and choice of materials ranks this house as most important.

B L L Ll L L T T o e X L T T T I N
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Acton AR YO
Annapolis, Anne Arundel Cz)uznrt_yi
russell wright July, 1982
Maryland Historical Trust,
Annapolis, Maryland
Elevation/camera facing 5w







Acton AA;QAQ_

Annapolis, Anne Aarundel County
Russell Wright July, 1982
Maryland Historical Trust,
annapolis, Maryland
lgéElevation/camera facing_jﬂé)
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Acton AA_3L‘0
Annavolis, Anne Arundel County
Russell Wright July, 1982
Maryland Historical Trust,
Anpapolis, Maryland

'y prlexf,ation/camera facingdﬁgb_







-~ PHOTOCRAFH BY
WiLLiAM D. WMORGAN
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~ PHOTCCRAPH BY
WILLIAM D. MORGAN
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